
 Vermont Medical Society Resolution  

Support for Universal Facial Coverings 

 

As Adopted by VMS Council July 22, 2020 
 

 

Whereas, on April 3, 2020, the White House Coronavirus Task Force and CDC announced a new 

recommendation to help slow the spread of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) by 

encouraging the use of a cloth face covering when out in public;1 and 

Whereas, on April 8, 2020, the Vermont Department of Health recommended that all Vermonters 

wear cloth face coverings when outside of the home to help slow the spread of COVID-19;2 and 

Whereas, studies show that both surgical masks and homemade cloth face coverings can reduce 

the aerosolization of virus into the air and onto surfaces3 and data from previous epidemics4 

support the use of universal face coverings as a policy to reduce the spread of COVID-19, as 

does observational data for COVID-19 in an analysis comparing the per-capita coronavirus 

mortality and mask policies in 194 countries;5 and 

Whereas, a policy mandating the use of face coverings was documented to be a contributing 

factor in preventing transmission of COVID-19 during the close-contact interactions between 

stylists and clients in a mid-western salon;6 and 

Whereas, a recent event study that examines daily changes in county-level COVID-19 growth 

rates, finds that a state directive mandating public use of face masks is associated with a 

reduction in the COVID-19 daily growth rate;7 therefore be it  

Resolved, that based on scientific evidence, the Vermont Medical Society strongly urges the 

State of Vermont to take immediate action to promote universal facial covering use in all 

public settings for all individuals who can medically or developmentally8 tolerate wearing a 

facial covering.   
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7 Community Use Of Face Masks And COVID-19: Evidence From A Natural Experiment Of State Mandates In The 

US, Health Affairs, June 16, 2020, Wei Lyu and George L. Wehby, 

https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2020.00818  
8 See State of Vermont Guidance for childcare programs 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Health-Guidance-Childcare-Summer-

Programs.pdf (p. 3) and school settings https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-

strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf (p. 12) 
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